1 Ms. Rizzuti

HOW TO CONSTRUCT YOUR THESIS STATEMENT: LITERARY ESSAY
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How do we write a thesis statement?

1) Remember that your thesis is like your GUIDE to the reader. You want to clearly state to them what you will be proving in your essay. 
______________________________________________________________________________
2) Your thesis must be debatable. This means that it cannot be a typical or very ‘obvious’ observation.  The reader of your thesis needs to be intrigued by your thesis statement – meaning they would either agree or disagree with it. However, if your thesis is too simplistic, it is hard to make an ‘argument’ out of it.  
For example, the following thesis is very weak.  Think about why.

Thesis: 

Romeo and Juliet is the greatest love story ever written.       X

First of all, it is nearly impossible to prove that it is the greatest love story ever written. That would mean that you would have to compare the play to many other love stories from different places and different periods of time!   

Secondly, this thesis states the obvious. Everyone knows and would agree that the play is about LOVE.  But what about it??

What statement is the writer making about love?  That is MISSING.
Much better thesis:

In Shakespeare’s Romeo and Juliet, love is characterized as being toxic and dangerous, this is seen in the way that the lovers are highly emotional, deliberately turn against their families, and are unable to cope with their reality, which leads to suicidal tendencies.     [image: image2.png]


   
With this thesis statement, it is much more specific and debatable.  It needs to be proven within the essay.  This thesis also clearly has a central argument + 3 supporting arguments.

_____________________________________________________________________________

Here are some other examples of what to AVOID when writing thesis statements:

Weak Thesis Statements:

Five kinds:

1. make no claim or argument (“This paper will examine the pros and cons of…”)

2. are obviously true or are a statement of fact (“Exercise is good for you”)

3. restate conventional wisdom or clichés (“Love conquers all”)

4. offer personal conviction as the basis for the claim (“Shopping malls are wonderful places”)

5. make an overly broad claim that is not specific enough (“Individualism is good”)
______________________________________________________________________________
3) Your thesis statement should address the questions:  WHAT and WHY.

*WHAT:  What claim are you making about the text? 
*WHY:  Why should we care?  Why is your claim important?  Your thesis should answer the “so what?” question.
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Your thesis consists of FOUR parts. Be as specific as possible when constructing your thesis.
A- Central argument/claim that you will prove throughout your essay

B- Supporting argument #1 to prove your central argument
C- Supporting argument #2 to prove your central argument
D- Supporting argument #3 to prove your central argument

E.g. “In ‘The Shining Houses” Alice Munro uses Magical Realism to create a two-tiered portrait of suburban American, one defined on the surface by the mask of normality while, at its base, lies its true face, imbued with the gothic elements of implied violence  and taboos.

GENERAL OUTLINE FOR YOUR THESIS
1) Include name of the text and the author

2) State your central argument

3) Include your 3 supporting arguments 

E.g.  In The Stone Carver’s, Jane Urquhart insert central argument here and this is demonstrated by insert supporting argument #1, supporting argument #2, and supporting argument #3.

E.g.  In The Awakening, Kate Chopin insert central argument here and this is demonstrated by insert supporting argument #1, supporting argument #2, and supporting argument #3.

4) STUDENT QUESTION: I am unsure of how to answer my essay question that I was given and how to start my thesis. What can I do?

Perhaps you can discuss the use of stylistic or literary elements within your thesis to help you prove your ideas for a strong literary essay.

See Below some examples.
	Literary & Stylistic Elements

	Use of…

	Foils
	Point of View or how the story is narrated 
	Characterization/development

	Flashbacks or how author plays with chronology 
	Symbolism
	Reoccurring patterns or motifs

	Setting and/or historical context of the book
	Development of language (diction, vocabulary, use of literary devices)
	Tone (only use if there is a strong sense of tone that particularly adds to your argument)

	Frequent use of allusions
	Tragic flaw(s)
	Bathos

or Pathos

	Use of foreshadowing
	Use of epiphany
	Use of caricatures

	Use of allegory
	Irony
	Use of archetypes

	Use of satire
	Use of foil
	Reoccurring images

	Use of irony 
	Theme of ________
	Structure (the way the author arranges the plot of the story)


Other examples of thesis statements:

E.g.  In Lord of the Flies, William Golding reveals that ultimately people need to hang on to a sense of hope.  This is seen through the characterization and use of foil with Ralph, Piggy and Simon.  

E.g. In The Catcher in the Rye, J.D. Salinger shows many subtleties within Holden’s character. This is seen through the use of symbols, images, and the way his sister Phoebe impacts his behaviour.
E.g. In the short story, “A Rose for Emily”, William Faulkner demonstrates that the past is always wound into the present.  This is developed through point of view, the physical plot structure, and symbolism. 
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